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FAO Lesley Coffey
 
YOUR REF: - TR010036
 
Application by Highways England for an Order Granting Development Consent
for the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester Dualling
Submission made by Somerset County Council pursuant to Deadline 1 of the
Examination Timetable
 
Please find attached the following documents submitted in accordance with the
Examination Timetable published on the 21st December 2018:-
 

Cover Letter
Notification of Issue Specific Hearing attendance and request to speak
Summary of Relevant Representation

 
If you have any queries in respect of the above please do not hesitate to contact me.
Confirmation of receipt would be appreciated.
 
Kind regards,
 
Tess Bond
Senior Planning Officer
Infrastructure Programmes
Somerset County Council
 
01823 357147
tbond@somerset.gov.uk
 
My working days are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
 

This email has been classified as OFFICIAL by the originator.
 
This email and any attachments are intended solely for the individual to whom it is
addressed. It may contain personal and / or sensitive material and should be handled
according to the principles of the current Data Protection legislation. If this email
carries a protective marking of OFFICIAL – PERSONAL DATA, OFFICIAL –
COMMERCIAL DATA or OFFICIAL – SENSITIVE in the header it should be handled
according to the embedded handling instructions, if not protectively marked it can be
regarded as OFFICIAL - UNCLASSIFIED.

If this Email has been misdirected, please notify the author immediately. If you are
not the intended recipient you must not disclose, distribute, copy, print or rely on any
of the information contained in it or attached, and all copies must be deleted
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       Planning Inspectorate Reference TR010036 
       Deadline 1 submission – 11th January 2018 
       Summary of Relevant Representation from Somerset County Council 


 
Impact on the local highway network: The scheme submitted is still only at 
preliminary design stage, and whilst advanced, is not finalised. It is noted that 
detailed designs are not yet programmed to be developed until appointment of a 
further contractor. Somerset County Council (SCC) will require provision within the 
wording of the DCO for the Local Highway Authority to approve the remaining 
detailed design elements (where it relates to the Local Highway Network) and 
agreement for the fees associated with this. 
 
Further discussion is required in relation to de-trunking to agree the appropriate legal 
mechanism to include matters associated with process and maintenance due to the 
potential issue of creating future maintenance liabilities for the County Council. 
 
SCC is concerned about the modelled increase in traffic on Sparkford High Street and 
West Camel. Traffic calming measures and other associated mitigation measures 
should be explored and considered through the DCO process and a mechanism 
established to secure this mitigation. 
 
The Local Impact Area defined in the Environmental Statement does not appear to 
include the locations of West Camel, Queen Camel or Podimore Roundabout therefore 
it appears that a significant amount of scheme impact has not be included within the 
report which would enable assessment of effects linked to noise and air quality. 
Consideration of this is therefore required when establishing whether mitigation 
measures would be necessary. 
 
The CoMMA report includes assessments of the proposed junctions, but the 
assessment has shown potential issues at Podimore Roundabout in the summer peak 
scenario. Mitigation should therefore be considered. 
 
Arrangements for managing traffic during construction need to be developed prior to 
commencement on site. This will require formation of a Traffic Management Working 
Group in 2019 comprising Highways England, the main contractor and Somerset 
County Council, and provisions of the Development Consent Order. 
 
Impact on Public Rights of Way: SCC is concerned in respect of mitigation 
currently proposed by Highways England for the impact of the stopping up of the 
connection of Y30/28 with the A303. SCC has an alternative mitigation proposal 
which is more convenient and shorter in length for affected users. 
 
SCC has also raised concerns in relation to the methodology for assessing the 
usage of the network; and, how consideration is given to unrecorded rights that may 
exist which the development could interfere with. 
 
Geology, Assets and Waste: We are satisfied with the approach, assessment 
methodology, identified likely effects and proposed mitigation measures presented 
by the developer in the documents reviewed. We do have a number of observations 







on the baseline data presented but we do not consider that these affect the overall 
outcome of the assessment. 
 
Lead Local Flood Authority: There will be a need to provide more detail as the 
proposals progress, including cross sections, levels and structures. These details 
should include any temporary or phased arrangements necessary for the 
construction of the scheme; including how and when these will be brought forward 
and become operational. There are also further opportunities to include sustainable 
drainage systems within the scheme. 
 
Historic Environment (Archaeology): It is understood that the results of the 
fieldwork will be submitted during the application process and so it is envisaged that 
all required information will be available prior to any determination. The later 
submission of the geophysical survey and trial trenching will enable a mitigation 
strategy to be designed. 
 
 
  
 
 
 








 


 


 
 


 
Dear Ms Coffey 
 
PLANNING ACT 2008 
APPLICATION BY HIGHWAYS ENGLAND FOR AN ORDER GRANTING DEVELOPMENT 
CONSENT FOR THE A303 SPARKFORD TO ILCHESTER DUALLING 
 
SUBMISSION MADE PURSUANT TO DEADLINE 1 
 
This submission is in response to the Examining Authority (“ExA”) Rule 8 letter dated 21st 
December 2018 and comprises the relevant information requested from Somerset County 
Council.  
 
The submission includes the following: - 
 
1. Summary Relevant Representation (summary document attached); 
2. Notification of wish to make oral representations at an Issue Specific Hearing (ISH); 
3. Notification of wish to have future correspondence received electronically. 
 
1. Summary of Relevant Representation 


Somerset County Council produced a joint Relevant Representation with South 
Somerset District Council which exceeded 1500 words. Somerset County Council has 
therefore produced a summary of their relevant issues and attached this to the 
submission. Please note that South Somerset District Council will be sending a summary 
of their relevant issues under separate cover. 
 


2. Notification of wish to make oral representations at an ISH 
As requested in Annex C of the Rule 8 letter, our notification in respect of attendance at 
the Issue Specific Hearings is provided under separate cover and attached to this 
response.  


 
3. Notification of wish to have future correspondence received electronically. 


Somerset County Council are happy to receive any future correspondence electronically. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 


 
 
Tess Bond 
Senior Planning Officer – Infrastructure Programmes Group 


 


 
The Planning Inspectorate 
National Infrastructure Planning 
Temple Quay House 
2 The Square 
Bristol, BS1 6PN 
 
Sent by e-mail 


  
Please ask for 
Tess Bond 
 


  
Direct line 
01823 357147 
 
 


My reference  Your reference: 
TR010036 
 
11 January 2019 








Planning Inspectorate Reference TR010036 
Deadline 1 submission – 11th January 2019 
Notification of wish to make oral representations at an Issue Specific Hearing (ISH) 
 
This notification is in response to the Examining Authority (ExA) Rule 8 letter of 21st 
December 2018 and comprises the relevant notification requested for Somerset County 
Council to the Planning Inspectorate regarding Highway England’s application for a 
Development Consent Order (DCO) in relation to the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester project. 
 
Somerset County Council wish to notify the ExA that they wish to make oral representations 
at each of the issue specific hearings identified in the Rule 8 letter. The Council will wish to 
speak on the technical matters set out in their Relevant Representation at the appropriate 
issue specific hearing. 
 


 
 
 
 
 







immediately.

Whilst we take reasonable steps to try to identify any software viruses, any
attachments to this email may nevertheless contain viruses which our anti-virus
software has failed to identify. You should therefore carry out your own anti-virus
checks before opening any documents. Somerset County Council will not accept any
liability for damage caused by computer viruses emanating from any attachment or
other document supplied with this email.

All email traffic may be subject to recording and / or monitoring in accordance with
relevant legislation.

Somerset County Council. 

______________________________________________________________________

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com
______________________________________________________________________
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       Planning Inspectorate Reference TR010036 
       Deadline 1 submission – 11th January 2018 
       Summary of Relevant Representation from Somerset County Council 

 
Impact on the local highway network: The scheme submitted is still only at 
preliminary design stage, and whilst advanced, is not finalised. It is noted that 
detailed designs are not yet programmed to be developed until appointment of a 
further contractor. Somerset County Council (SCC) will require provision within the 
wording of the DCO for the Local Highway Authority to approve the remaining 
detailed design elements (where it relates to the Local Highway Network) and 
agreement for the fees associated with this. 
 
Further discussion is required in relation to de-trunking to agree the appropriate legal 
mechanism to include matters associated with process and maintenance due to the 
potential issue of creating future maintenance liabilities for the County Council. 
 
SCC is concerned about the modelled increase in traffic on Sparkford High Street and 
West Camel. Traffic calming measures and other associated mitigation measures 
should be explored and considered through the DCO process and a mechanism 
established to secure this mitigation. 
 
The Local Impact Area defined in the Environmental Statement does not appear to 
include the locations of West Camel, Queen Camel or Podimore Roundabout therefore 
it appears that a significant amount of scheme impact has not be included within the 
report which would enable assessment of effects linked to noise and air quality. 
Consideration of this is therefore required when establishing whether mitigation 
measures would be necessary. 
 
The CoMMA report includes assessments of the proposed junctions, but the 
assessment has shown potential issues at Podimore Roundabout in the summer peak 
scenario. Mitigation should therefore be considered. 
 
Arrangements for managing traffic during construction need to be developed prior to 
commencement on site. This will require formation of a Traffic Management Working 
Group in 2019 comprising Highways England, the main contractor and Somerset 
County Council, and provisions of the Development Consent Order. 
 
Impact on Public Rights of Way: SCC is concerned in respect of mitigation 
currently proposed by Highways England for the impact of the stopping up of the 
connection of Y30/28 with the A303. SCC has an alternative mitigation proposal 
which is more convenient and shorter in length for affected users. 
 
SCC has also raised concerns in relation to the methodology for assessing the 
usage of the network; and, how consideration is given to unrecorded rights that may 
exist which the development could interfere with. 
 
Geology, Assets and Waste: We are satisfied with the approach, assessment 
methodology, identified likely effects and proposed mitigation measures presented 
by the developer in the documents reviewed. We do have a number of observations 



on the baseline data presented but we do not consider that these affect the overall 
outcome of the assessment. 
 
Lead Local Flood Authority: There will be a need to provide more detail as the 
proposals progress, including cross sections, levels and structures. These details 
should include any temporary or phased arrangements necessary for the 
construction of the scheme; including how and when these will be brought forward 
and become operational. There are also further opportunities to include sustainable 
drainage systems within the scheme. 
 
Historic Environment (Archaeology): It is understood that the results of the 
fieldwork will be submitted during the application process and so it is envisaged that 
all required information will be available prior to any determination. The later 
submission of the geophysical survey and trial trenching will enable a mitigation 
strategy to be designed. 
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